Webmaster Utilities 2

Background:

In 2007 I heavily revised my website, www.airfieldmodels.com.  The process included some global cutting and pasting with no consideration for possible consequences.  I’ll spare you the gory details.  Suffice to say the cut and paste did massive damage to the site.

I also heavily edited and revised much of the site during the update.  When I later discovered the carnage I had created I realized that it would be next to impossible to remember and duplicate the revisions I wanted to keep.  My choices were to restore the site from a backup and lose all the edits or fix everything I broke which included almost every page on the site.

 Some items on the site had been broken a long time so I decided the best course of action was to go through the site page-by-page and individually correct each problem.

Making these corrections would have taken weeks at best while being difficult to track what was done and what wasn’t.  Airfield Models has a deeply nested directory structure that would make it very easy to miss pages and leave them broken.

And that’s why I wrote this software.  It helped me in several regards:
First, I wanted to list site files without manually traversing through a lot of directories.  I included filtering capability to ignore pages in certain directories (images folders, etc.).
Second, I wanted to be able to flag files as corrected so the status of the overall repair operation was readily apparent.  I added the option to view all pages or only pages that were not corrected.
Third, I wanted to be able to view page meta tags at a glance without having to view the page source and scroll through HTML.

The most significant problem probably doesn’t apply to your site.  These problems were specifically related to the PageID which is coded into pages that have a Page Comments, Tell a Friend or any other feature that hooks up to a database.  In the cutting and pasting operation I essentially wrote over all the individual PageIDs with incorrect PageIDs.

I added some other features along the way to help with things I felt were important.

The purpose of this software is to help me solve the unique problems of my site.  I did not write it with the intention of creating software that will be universally applicable to all webmasters even though in some ways it is by default.

My development plan is to add features as I need them.  If you have ideas feel free to e-mail them to me.  If your idea is something that can help me then I will probably implement it depending on how much it will help and how much time I have to work on it vs. how much time it will take to do it properly. 

How Webmaster Utilities 2 Works:
Webmaster Utilities 2 is utility software that is designed to help with consistency of meta tags and ease otherwise tedious tasks.  It is not web authoring software.
This application is heavily influenced by what I learned researching how to make search engines happy.  Keywords were a big deal at the time I was doing my research.  That’s not so true now that most search engines care more about the actual content of your web pages than what keywords you select.  I continue to use keywords because they can’t hurt if used properly.
This application reads the file line by line and looks for specific items — most <Head> tags and the PageID if it exists.

If it finds them they will appear in the Tag Editor window.  If it doesn’t find a tag then it is simply ignored.  
Tags that aren’t already in your web page are not added.
If your page doesn’t include a  <Description> Meta tag then Webmaster Utilities won’t add it to your page even if you type content for the tag.

Additionally, this application only finds the first instance of a tag.  If you page has multiple <ROBOTS> tags, for example, all tags after the first one found are disregarded.
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When you save your edits, Webmaster Utilities reconstructs the meta tags to reflect the changes you specify, puts the file back together and writes it to disk.  The rest of the page remains as it was.

PageID Field

The PageID field is unique to my site.  If your site uses PageID and it is formatted as indicated below then Webmaster Utilities will find all instances of it in the page and change it to whatever you enter in that field.

The application is looking for the PageID formatted as follows:

?PageID=#"
Where # is any whole number.

If your pages don’t have a PageID then it is simply ignored regardless of what you type in the Tag Editor window.

Features:
· General Meta-Tag Options

Specify recommended tag lengths.  Fields are color-coded to inform you at a glance if a tag is too short, too long or just right.  The default tag length values were recommendations from the HTML gods at the time the application was written.  These values can be updated to reflect current standards.
Note that recommended tag lengths do not limit how long of a tag you actually use.
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· Auto-Insert

Many tags can be automatically inserted.
Options include over-writing the existing tag or auto-inserting only if the tag currently exists but has no content (null).

Insert or update your Copyright in any of three set formats or use a custom format you specify.  The year of the copyright can be automatically updated.
See next section for more information on the Copyright tag.
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· Keyword Search

Compiles a list of unique keywords from the body text of the web page for possible inclusion as keywords.
Words are sorted by number of occurances (most occurances to least occurances).

Allows words to be added to a Common Words list.  These words are disregarded when compiling word lists.  The Common Words list can be exported and imported into other other projects.

· Keyword Check

Checks all selected keywords for existence in the body text and page title and lists those that are not present.

Search engines will penalize your site if you use keywords that aren’t in one of those two places because they assume you’re trying to game the engine and trick people into visiting your site.
How the Copyright Field Works

Webmaster Utilities 2 provides four options for inserting your copyright into the <copyright> meta-tag.  The first three are standard copyright notices while the fourth is a custom format you specify.

If you choose Append Current Year to existing Copyright Notice then what happens depends on the format of your current copyright and whether or not you have selected to overwrite current tags with auto-insert options or auto-insert only if the tag is empty.

If you have just one year in your copyright and that year is the current year then nothing changes.  If the year is a previous year then the current year is appended.

For example, if your copyright is:
Copyright 1999 John Doe
then the copyright will be updated to read:
Copyright 1999-current year John Doe
Let’s say you have chosen the custom copyright option and have the following as your custom copyright:

Copyright 2001-YYYY John Doe, Jane Doe and Baby Bo Doe
If your page already has a copyright year in it then the 2001 will be replaced with the year already in the page.  YYYY is replaced by the current year.  For example:
Copyright 2003 John Doe, Jane Doe and Baby Bo Doe 
Will be changed to:
Copyright 2003-current year John Doe, Jane Doe and Baby Bo Doe
Not:
Copyright 2001-current John Doe, Jane Doe and Baby Bo Doe
In all cases if you choose to insert the copyright only if the field is null then your copyright won’t change unless you select append current year.  In that case your copyright format will remain the same but the current year will be appended if the year specified in your copyright is a previous year.

Appendix A – Meta Tag Format

This is a list of all meta tags that may be edited using Webmaster Utilties 2 and the format required for them to be recognized.  Tags not listed below and tags that are not formatted as indicated are disregarded.
· Abstract

<meta name="Abstract" content="page abstract">
· Author

<meta name="Author" content="page author">
· Copyright

<meta name="Copyright" content="page copyright">
· Description

<meta name="Description" content="page description">
· Distribution

<meta name="Distribution" content="page distribution">
· Keywords

<meta name="Keywords" content="keyword1,keyword2,etc.">

· Owner

<meta name="Owner" content="owner name">

· PageID (not a meta tag, but a field anywhere in the page)
?PageID=123"
· Rating

<meta name="Rating" content="General">
· Revisit-After

<meta name="Revisit-After" content="### days">
· Robots

<meta name="Robots" content="see examples below">
<META NAME="ROBOTS" CONTENT="ALL">
<META NAME="ROBOTS" CONTENT="INDEX,NOFOLLOW">
<META NAME="ROBOTS" CONTENT="NOINDEX,FOLLOW">
<META NAME="ROBOTS" CONTENT="NONE">

· Shortcut Icon (appears in web browser title bar and favorites menus)
<link rel="Shortcut Icon" href="path to shortcut icon">
· Title

<title>Page Title</title>
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